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MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 6th February, 2004
G.S.R. 106(E).—In exercise of the powers conferred by clause (g) of Sub-section

(1) of Section 83 of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 (53 of 1972), the Central Govemment
hereby makes following rules, further to amend the Recognition of Zoo Rules,1992,
namely :—

1. (1)

(a)

(b)

(0

(ii)

These rutes may be called the Recognition of Zoo (Amendment)
Rules, 2004.

(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the

Officlal Gazette.

In the Recognition of Zoo Rules, 1992 (hereinafter referred to as the said '
rutes)- in rule 2,-

for clause (dd), the following clause shall be substituted, namely:-

“(dd) ‘critically endangered species’ means an endangered species other
than tiger, asiatic lion and panther whose total number in all the zoos in
the country put together does not exceed 200.;

after clause (f), the following clause shall be inserted, namely:-

“(ff) 'Rescue Centre’ means an establishment for the care of animals
specified in the Schedules to the Act and not open for exhibition to the
public.” o '

In rule 10 of the said rules,-

for clause (1), the following clause shall be substituted, namely:-

“(1) The primary objective to operate the zoo shall be conservation of
wildlife and no zoo shalt allow any activity. that Is not consistent with the

well being of the wild animals.”;

for clause (3), the following clauses shall be substituted, namely:-
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“(3A) No zoo shall allow any animal to be subjected to the cruelties
prohibited. under the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960 (59 of
1960).”;

“(3B) Animals pertaining to species whose performance has been banned
under the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960 (59 of 1960), shall
not be transported from place to place:

Provided that such animals may be permanentiy kept by circuses at
a place of their choice with suitable housing facility.”;

(iii)  for clause (11A), the following ciause shall be substituted, narﬁely:—
'“(11A) Every zoo shall prepare a collection plan of animals to be housed
~and displayed in the zoo, keeping due regard to the availability of land,

water, electricity and climatic condition of the area.”;

“(11B) Rescue centres may accept wild animals brought to them under
. intimation to the Chief Wild Life Warden."”;

(iv) for clause (14Ai the following clause shall be sibstituted, namely:-

“(14A) Every zoo shall have veterinarians of following descnptlon and
educational qualifications, namely:-

Category . Senior Veterinarian Junior Veterinarian
Large Zoo 1 1
Medium Zoo 1 0
Smail Zoo 1 0

Senior Veterinarian: Should have minimum educational qualification of BV.Sc and
AH or equivalent with a minimum of 5 years experience of working in a zoo
recognised by the Central Zoo Authority, and should be duly registered with the
State Veterinary Council or Veterinary Council of India.

Junior Veterinarian: Should have minimum educational qualification of B.V.Sc and
AH with dipioma in zoo and wildlife animal healthcare management or masters
degree in Wildlife Disease and management from a recognlzed University, and

should be duly registered with the State Veterinary Council or Veterinary Council
of India.”;

(v)  for clause (16), the following clause shall be substifuted, namely:-

“(16) All animal enclosures in a zoo shail be so designed as to meet the
biological requirements of the animals housed therein. The enclosures
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shall be of such size as to ensure that the animals get space for their free
movement and exercise and the animals within herds and groups are not
unduly dominated by individuals. In case of species, which cannot be
kept in groups due to behavioural or biological reasons, separate
enclosures shali be provided for each animal. The enclosures shall not be
smaller than the dimensions given in Appendix II of these rules. These
dimensions will not apply to circuses. However, when not in transit, the
circuses shall provide the animals space for movement and exercise,”;

(vi) fordause (18), the following clause shall be substituted, nameiy:-

“(18) Every mammal in the zoo shail be provided food inside a feeding
cell/ retiring cubicle or feeding kraal. The number and size of feeding
cells or kraals will also be such that the dominant animais do not deprive.
other animals from getting adequate food. The endangered mammalian
species shail be provided individual feeding cells or night shelters of the
dimensions as specified in Appendix I to these rules. Each cubicle or celi
shall have resting, feeding, drinking water and exercising, facilities
according to the biological needs of the species. Proper ventilation and
lighting for the comfort and well being of animals shall be provided in
each cell or cubicle or enclosure. These dimensions shail not apply to
circuses in transit.”;

(vii) for clause (31), the following clause shali be substituted, namely:-

“(31) Every large and medium zoo shall have a full-fledged veterinary unit
with basic diagnostic facilities, comprehensive range of ‘drugs and a
reference library on animal health care and upkeep. Each veterinary unit
shall have isolation and quarantine wards to take care of newly arriving
animals and sick animals as to minimize the chances of infections
spreading to other animals of the z00.”; ‘

(viii) for clause (32), the following ciause shall be substituted, namely:-

“(32) Every zoo shall have facllities for restraining and handling wild
- animals.”; : ' L :

(iX) for clause (33), the foilowing dause shall be substituted; namely:-

()

*(33) The small and mini zoos where full-fledged veterinary unit is not
available shall have at ieast a treatment room in the premises of the z0o
where routine examination of animals can be undertaken and immediate
treatment can be provided.”; '

for clause (34), the following clause shall be substituted, namely:-
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o)

(xii)

4,
namely:-

“(34) Any animal that dies in a zoo shall be subjected to a detailed post-
mortem operation by a Veterinarian registered with State Veterinary
Council or Veterinary Council of India and the findings of such operation
shall be recorded and maintained for period of at least six years.”;

for clause (37), the following clause shall be substituted, namely:-

*(37) No animal shall be kept without a mate for a period exceeding one
year unless there is a valid reason for doing so or the animal has already
passed its prime and is of no use for breeding purposes. In the event of a
zoo failing to find a mate for any single animal within this period, the
animal shall be shifted to some other place according to the directions of
the Central Zoo Authority.”;

for clause (39), the following clause shall be substituted, namely:-

“(39) Every zoo shall participate in planned breeding programme of
endangered - species as approved by the Central Zoo Authority in
consultation with the Chief Wild Life Warden of the State. For this
purpose, the zoo operator shall exchange animals between zoos, by way

of breeding loans, gifts and the like as per the directions of the Oentral-

200 Authonty ;

In the sald rules after rule 10, the following rule shall be inserted,

“(10A) Applicability of rule 10 in case of circuses and rescue centres.-

(1) In case of grant of recognition to circuses under ruie 10, the

provislons of clauses (8), (9), (10), (11), (17), (46), (47) and (51) thereof
shall not apply. :

(2) In case of grant of recognition to Rescue centres under rule 10, the
provistons of clauses (10), (38), {46) and (51) thereof shall not applx “

Note: The Principle rules were published in the Gazette of India vlde GSR 711

(E) dated 6-8-1992 and subsequently amended vide GSR 520 (E) dated
10-7-2001.

| [F.No. 27-2/2003-CZA]
VINOD RISHI, Addl. DGF (Wildlife) and Director, Witdlife Preservation
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